Gender, Coloniality and Violence:
Doing Visual Content & Visual Discourse Analysis with MAXQDA

This project takes the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda as a field to explore visual representations of ‘Gender, The WPS agenda

Coloniality, and Violence’ and reflects on how these can shape policymaking in international interventions. To do that, it Coined within the UN Security
analyses images from the WPS agenda-related documents; this means to use what Pawels (2012) names as ‘found images’, LI LSRRI ST
being the researcher an ‘image collector’. mainstream gender in peace

and security.
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Methodologically, it uses mixed methods, though the ‘Explanatory Followupwith @ The agenda is rooted in a set of resolutions, the pioneer

Sequential Design’ (Creswell 2009), combining ‘Visual Content Visual Content Visual Discourse UEPA (el AOT0) Gl S IS Sl 5 LS Uiotss, Wl Gl

_ . N pe , ., N Analysis Analysis resulted from the persistent work of civil society actors
Analysis’ (quantitative) and ‘Visual Discourse Analysis’ (qualitative). (mainly women).

Visual Content Analysis

This method works ‘for engaging systematically with large numbers of images’ (Rose, 2016). The project uses Parry (2020) ‘set
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of stages’ to structure the analysis of the visual content, looking for a systematic account of continuity and change patterns:
. Images UN Secretary General Annual Reports on SVC
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Parashar (2023): ‘How do we understand and unpack violence
itself using feminist perspectives, along with its myriad manifes-
tations, complexities and impact?’

‘womenandchildren’ (Enloe)

The media materials explored are the images from the UN
Annual Reports on Sexual Violence in Conflict (SVC). | cre-
ated a folder in MAXQDA documents, named ‘Images UN

_ Secretary General Annual Reports on SVC’, with eight dif-
ferent folders corresponding to each year of publication
e

® Gender: normalisation of gendered myths that ‘normalise’
or ‘exceptionalise’ violence

e Coloniality: context history, violence justifications in the

Global South and the violence in ‘ereasures and silences’.
(e.g. UNSVCAR_2016_images), which contain the screen-

shots of the images of the Annual Reports images, enu-
merated according to their order of appearance.

® ‘Slow violence’' (vs. spectacular violence), which under-
stands that ‘certain kinds of violence are underreported’.

5. Codebook Construction

6. Coding

o Level 1 0 Coding with MAXQDA allows to select the segments within the
o Gender ° images. Some photographs are clear ‘illustrations’ of the codes;

Ambi 17
7 UNSVCAR_2019_12 S .8 others are more complex (or have more elements to select).
o Female 14
Level 1 > Gender > Female Mixed 62 On the left: example of the sub-codes of the Category ‘Gender’.
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=D B DOE W%5% E REE e would like to explore the potential of MAXQDA analytical
ode System Whiteness Brown/Black Mixed Ambiguous c o
e ——— ’ ° o Gender 96 Brown/Black tools. For instance, code frequencies (to answer, for exam-
"""""" oGender e Non-human - 34 Children ple, if the presence of military clothing has increased over
e Non-human ' s Ambiguous * u i
i | 1 ' = Mals u ] -— 21 Women and children time).
o Male $ = : . . . . .
§ Fomale : B , - o Female T = 9 Demonstration As Lutz and Collins (1993) underscore, this method ‘is not
ol ' ' y ' o Mixed I I = 7 Ambiguous only to present tables of aggregated numerical data but
also to cross-tabulate the various aspects to demonstrate
Visual Tool ‘Code Relations Browser": Visual Tool ‘Code Relations Browser": ‘Code Explorer’ function to look at the ‘most fre- the patterns of visualization (...)".
‘the most visible’ subject are ‘brown/black female'. men are more visually represented with military clothing and guns. quent code co-occurrences’ of female’ code.

Visual Discourse Analysis

Quantitative content analysis ‘is a significant part of the research design (but rarely the sole method). There are some
limitations that the method presents, which can be solved by the combination of quantitative content analysis with an-
other research technique. In this project, | use visual discourse analysis, taking as a referense Hansen et al (2021).
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Visual discourse analysis comes from the discourse analysis tradition, rooted in linguistics. As Rose (2016) notes, ‘it
is possible to think of visuality as a sort of discourse too’, which makes ‘certain things visible in particular ways, and
other things unseeable'.

Vliolence (direct/s Q

This is guided by the methodology presented by Ahéll and Borg (2013), who look at ‘how subject identities are consti-
tuted through a combination of predication, presupposition and subject-positioning’; these three categories are helpful
in comprehending the discursive construction of subjects, objects, and behaviours.

e Predication: ‘endows a subject with qualities, attributes or properties; it affirms its identity’.

¢ Presupposition: ‘background knowledge in place when reading a text, written, verbal, or visual.

o Subject-positioning: ‘reinforces certain properties of the subject by positioning (such) subject
in relation to other subjects and objects’.

By showing how subjects and objects are discursively produced, these three methodological concepts can inform a
[Section Work in Progress: on the way to discover the potential of MAXQDA when doing the Visual Discourse Analysis] discourse analysis by exposing how certain practices are enabled and others disabled (Ahall and Borg, 2013).
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