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So, what does the Code Matrix Browser show?

The columns list the different documents; in this case each document is one respondent in a survey
on life satisfaction. The respondents were for example asked about issues they encounter on a daily

basis. You can see here that all of them mention emotions, but that only two of the respondents
mention money-related issues.
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Conduct Mixed Methods analyses

Defining document variables

One of the most important MAXQDA features is its support of Mixed Methods approaches. For eve-
ry document in the Document System a whole set of attributes (that is, variables as used by statistics
programs) can be managed. You can, for example, record personal data or background information
for interviews as variables or variable values, and use them for your Mixed Methods analysis. The
option List of document variables in the “Variables” tab will open the following dialog window:

Goto Create new
data editor variable
o () T3 Document Variables
List of Document Variakjles 12 Variables
», 4 : = o R HFREE O
Variable Variable type To be displayed Source Missing value = Categorical = Display as tooltip
[ @] Document name Text System
B Creation date Date/Time System
B Number of coded segments Integer System
B Number of memos Integer System
® Author Text System
® Gender Text User
B Age Text User
B |ife Satisfaction Index Text User
¥ Emotions Integer Code
®  Education Integer Code
m City Text User
® Document group Text System

On opening, you will see that several variables have already been defined. These are the so-called
system variables whose values are automatically set by MAXQDA and cannot be changed. The op-
tion New variable lets you define further variables. The most common variable types are Text (like
“teacher” or “student” for the variable “occupation”) and Integer (like whole numbers for the vari-
able “number of children”). You can define new variables anytime.
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Entering variable values
To enter values for the Document variables, use the toolbar in the List of document variables and
switch to the Data editor.

The toolbar lists the most used functions, e.g. returning
to the variable list.

@ ® 7 Documerit Variables
Data editor - All documents 10 (17) Documents
B YV, A A T E O
Document group Document name Gender Age X X X
B New York Teresa Female Over 25 Simply click the column heading to sort the data
2 New York Joanna Female 20-25 according to that column’s content.
2 New York Jon Male 19 or IessL——‘ .
B New York Kim Female 19 or less Double-click to enter a value.
@ New York Mary Female 19 or less
@ New York George Male 19 or less
@ New York Vincent Male Over 25
@ Indiana Jack Male 20-25
@ Indiana Kelly Female 19 or less
@ Indiana Grace Female 19 or less

The document variables table can be exported to Excel format, which means that you can continue
working on them with statistics programs like SPSS or Stata and conduct a statistical analysis.
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Transforming code frequencies into variables

The frequency of segments assigned to a certain code can be transformed into a variable, which will
receive the code’s name. Right-click on the preferred code and choose Transform into a document
variable in the context menu. In the following example, the code “Significantly Positive” has been
transformed into a variable:

@ @® 7 Document Variables

Data editor - All documents 17 Documents

B YPL A4 BAE "ZTE O
Document group Documentn... Gender Significantly Positive

@ New York Teresa Female 0

% New York Joanna Female 0 Nothing has been assigned the
New York Jon Male 1 . s PR

B Now York Kim Fomale ) code , Significantly positive”.

@ New York Mary Female 2

% New York George Male S 3 passages have been assigned
New York Vincent Male 3 [N R

B Indiana Jack Valo . the code ,Significantly positive”.

@ Indiana Kelly Female 4

@ Indiana Grace Female 6
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Using document variables in your analysis

Quantitative and qualitative data can be connected in a variety of ways. The easiest way is to choose
the document variables as selection criteria when you run a Coding Query. This will enable you to
compare sociodemographic characteristics like “What did female participants over 50 say about XY?”
or “How did the suggestions by men compare to those of women?”. The relevant selection can be
made with the function Activate by document variables in the “Mixed Methods"” tab.

First, choose a variable from the list on the left (in this case: Gender), press the arrow and then
choose the variable value on the right (in this case: male). As soon as you click Activate, all docu-
ments with matching variable values will be activated in the Document System, in this example all
interviews with male respondents.

[ JOX ) [y Activate by variable
Variables Formulas 2 X B R
Document group [Gender] = male
Document name *)OR AND
Creation date
Number of coded segments
© = (equal)

Number of memos
Author
Gender

< (smaller than)
< (smaller or equal)
> (larger than)

Age
S . . = (larger or equal)

Life Satisfaction Index » # (unequal)
Emotions 9 )

' 3 (contains)
Education
City
Significantly Positive Value

male| E

Activate and create set
Insert all variable values as conditions

(i) | Activate  JESELIT
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Goodbye

We hope this Guide helped you get started with MAXQDA for literature reviews. Of course,
MAXQDA offers a whole range of further analysis functions and tools. To name a few examples,
you can:

% transcribe audio and video files

% import and analyse Twitter data

% analyse focus groups

% visualize data or results

% conduct a quantitative text analysis with MAXDictio

% generate reports and statistical frequency tables

You can find a wide range of resources on our website www.maxgda.com

% free introductory webinars

% online manual

% video tutorials

% list of upcoming workshops

% professional MAXQDA trainer database

% research blog, user forum, and more...

MQIC - MAXQDA International Conference

The annual MAXQDA International Conference brings together MAXQDA users from all over the
world in Berlin, Germany. The conference offers a rich programme that covers everything on
MAXQDA and Mixed Methods research. It's a unique possibility for networking with other
MAXQDA users or talking to the MAXQDA development team.
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