
03/04/2023

1

04.03.2023

Christina Silver, PhD., FAcSS., SFHEA

www.qdaservices.co.uk christina.silver@qdaservices.co.uk

Spotlight : Literature Reviews with MAXQDA

Online MAXQDA workshops coming up… 
https://www.qdaservices.co.uk/events

20 & 21 April – Thematic Analysis using MAXQDA
9th -12th May – Qualitative Text Analysis using Digital Tools (MAXQDA)
19th & 20th June – Doing Evidence Reviews using MAXQDA

Linktree: https://linktr.ee/Christina_QDAS
Mastodon: @ChristinaSilver@sciences.social

Twitter: @Christina_QDAS
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/christina-qdas/

Instagram: @christina_qdas
Facebook: facebook.com/QDAservices

YouTube: youtube.com/@ChristinaSilverPhD
Podcast: anchor.fm/christina-qdas

Blog: https://www.qdaservices.co.uk/blog
Research Gate: researchgate.net/profile/Christina-Silver

Academia.edu: surrery.academia.edu/ChristinaSilver
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High-level process
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< --- Planning and iteration --- >

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver

04.03.2023

Spectrum of review types
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Initial considerations in deciding how to use MAXQDA 
for a literature review

● What literature review methodology are you using?

● Do you want to work directly with the literature, in-directly, or both?

● To what extent do you need to integrate the analysis of the literature with other data?

● What outputs do you need to generate from the literature?

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver
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Many MAXQDA features for literature reviews
● Importing references and metadata from bibliographic tools (Endnote, Mendeley, Zotero)
● Using documents to create your own critical appraisals that can be analysed
● Screening abstracts for inclusion/exclusion using codes & document-sets
● Assessing quality at quantitative & qualitative levels using codes & variables

● Importing and working with PDF files directly : marking & paraphrasing
● Coding to systematise thinking about literature, integrate with other data and make comparisons
● Searching for salient issues in literature using keywords, text search and MAXDictio tools
● Using Sets to create sub-groups of Literature  
● Using Paraphrases to capture initial thoughts about literature
● Using Memos to write high-level appraisals of common themes
● Using Summaries to précis and compare 
● Using internal links to integrate your writing with the literature & establish connections across references
● Using Document Variables to capture analytic features about literature files 
● Using queries and matrix browsers to identify and interrogate patterns
● Using Maps and Models to visually interrogate and display connections 
● Outputting to facilitate a rounded write up

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver
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Today…focus on a few direct working options
● Marking aspects of interest in full text articles

● Highlight coding, paraphrasing

● Using codes as different analytic levers in a literature review

● Considering when a variable and a code is useful for the same concept

● Integrating literature with other materials: via coding -> comparison

● A major benefit of using MAXQDA
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Direct versus Indirect working
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Demonstration
● Importing PDFs with highlighting and comments

● Paraphrasing PDFs -> categorizing paraphrases

● Codes for capturing different aspects of a review

● Variables for capturing THAT something is present, Codes for 
capturing HOW it is discussed

● Use of codes across literature and other qualitative materials 

● Initial comparisons across literature and between literature and 
other qualitative materials

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver
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Code

Literature Appraisals Data Interpretation

Using MAXQDA throughout 
the research cycle - coding 
across materials

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver
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More information on structuring appraisals

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver

https://www.qdaservices.co.uk/post/the-crux-of-literature-reviewing-structuring-critical-
appraisals-and-using-caqdas-packages
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Thank you….

…questions, comments, reflections…

Three online MAXQDA workshops coming up… 
https://www.qdaservices.co.uk/events

9th -12th May – Qualitative Text Analysis using Digital Tools (MAXQDA)
10th June – Thematic Analysis using MAXQDA
11th & 12th July – Undertaking Evidence Reviews using MAXQDA

Linktree: https://linktr.ee/Christina_QDAS
Mastodon: @ChristinaSilver@sciences.social

Twitter: @Christina_QDAS
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/christina-qdas/

Instagram: @christina_qdas
Facebook: facebook.com/QDAservices

YouTube: youtube.com/@ChristinaSilverPhD
Podcast: anchor.fm/christina-qdas

Blog: https://www.qdaservices.co.uk/blog
Research Gate: researchgate.net/profile/Christina-Silver

Academia.edu: surrery.academia.edu/ChristinaSilver
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