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Three online MAXQDA workshops coming up… 
https://www.qdaservices.co.uk/events

9th -12th May – Qualitative Text Analysis using Digital Tools (MAXQDA)
10th June – Thematic Analysis using MAXQDA
11th & 12th July – Undertaking Evidence Reviews using MAXQDA

17.03.2022
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High-level process
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Spectrum of review types
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Code

Literature Appraisals Data Interpretation

Using MAXQDA throughout 
the research cycle - coding 
across materials
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MAXQDA features for literature reviews
● Importing and working with PDF files directly 

● Importing references and metadata from bibliographic tools (Endnote, Mendeley, Zotero)

● Using documents to create your own critical appraisals that can be analysed

● Searching for salient issues in literature using keywords, text search and MAXDictio tools

● Coding to systematise thinking about literature and integrate with other data

● Using Sets to create sub-groups of Literature  

● Using Paraphrases to capture initial thoughts about literature

● Using Memos to write high-level appraisals of common themes

● Using Summaries to précis and compare 

● Using internal links to integrate your writing with the literature & establish connections across references

● Using Document Variables to capture analytic features about literature files 

● Using queries and matrix browsers to identify and interrogate patterns

● Using Maps and Models to visually interrogate and display connections 

● Outputting to facilitate a rounded write up

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver
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Today…

● Narrowing the pool: analysis of abstracts

● Identifying relevant materials (screening)

● Assessing quality: quantification & interpretation

● Capturing and appraising
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Literature review example
Topic: green marketing 
(drawn from SLR by Katarzyna Rozenkowska, PhD student at University of Warsaw, Poland)

Research question: How has research into green behaviours in workplace settings 
developed over the past decade (2012 - 2021)

MAXQDA project set-up

• Studies identified and managed in Zotero

• RIS import (no full-texts)

• < 1600 articles < 4500 keywords coded 

Substantive: 
• Types of green behaviours
• Different workplace settings
Methodological:
• Types of research
• Disciplinary contexts
Timespan:
• 2012-2021
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Narrowing the pool: screening for inclusion/exclusion
● Screen abstracts based on pre-determined criteria

● Create codes for screening criteria

● Code abstracts based on presence/absence 
● Justify reason for rejection using comment

● Create sub-codes for dimension of presence

● Colour document based on inclusion/exclusion

● Remove rejected articles

● Activate excluded documents -> Set -> remove
Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver
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Assessing quality: capturing & appraising evidence
Quality criteria differ

● by study type – qualitative/quantitative/mixed …?
● in relation to review focus – quantification and/or interpretive assessment …?

● At the article level 
● Document Variables -> Sets 

● At the segment level
● Evaluative codes -> categorical variables

● At the interpretive level
● Auto-code structured appraisals -> summary tables

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver

Quantitative 
and qualitative 
comparisons
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Initial considerations in deciding how to work

● What literature review methodology are you using?

● To what extent do you need to integrate the analysis of the literature with other data?

● Do you want to work directly with the literature, in-directly, or both?

● What outputs do you need to generate from the literature?

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver
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More information on structuring appraisals

Literature Reviews with MAXQDA - Christina Silver

https://www.qdaservices.co.uk/post/the-crux-of-literature-reviewing-structuring-critical-
appraisals-and-using-caqdas-packages
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Thank you….

…questions, comments, reflections…
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