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Visual Features we will cover

● MAXMaps

● Code Relations Browser

● Code Matrix Browser

● Crosstabs

● Interactive quote matrix

● QUAL themes by QUAN Groups 

● Statistics by QUAL Groups 
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MAXMaps

● Graphically represent the different elements of MAXQDA

● Codes

● Documents

● Memos 

● Coded segments
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Why use MAXMaps

● Create concept maps

● Rather than static themes/categories, show relationships between 
different codes and themes/categories

● Organize concepts into a logical flow of ideas

● Include a conceptual model in a manuscript

● Use the figure to organize and structure findings section
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MAXMaps and Qualitative Approaches

● Visually depicting a grounded theory

● Linking codes or themes to cases

● Comparing cases
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Exporting a Map

● Export Map as

● .png

● .jpg

● Transparency setting
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Example Map
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Starting with the Code Relations Browser

● The code relations browser allows you look at whether codes occur 
together in documents

● e.g., whether some codes are more likely to be applied together in a 
transcript

● It is similar to a contingency table in statistics
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Starting with the Code Relations Browser

● Select Visual Tools > Code Relations Browser

● Select whether you want rows and columns to include all codes or just 
activated ones
● Recommend starting with all rows but only activating certain codes of interest 

as columns. Otherwise, it can be too many to look at

● Note: can count “hits” per document only once as opposed to counting 
each times the code is applied

● Can also change in the next screen
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Finding the Code Relations Browser
● Select Visual Tools > Code Relations Browser
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Using the Code Relations Browser
● By default, if gives different size boxes for the frequency of co-occurrence

● Click 123 to show the count instead of boxes

● It also shows a sum of the number of times the code has been applied

● Click the # button to count hits once per document. 

● NOTE: You can click on any of the boxes or number and it will 
automatically build a query and open those coded segments in retrieved 
segments
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Code Matrix Browser
● Compare documents

● Compare document sets

● Examine frequency of codes

● Look for patterns of codes
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Creating Document Sets
● Right click on set > new set
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Code Matrix Browser
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Crosstabs
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Crosstabs allows you to build contingency 
tables looking at codes-by-quantitative 
variables. 

For example, you could compare codes by gender, age, site, etc. 

Choose codes and define columns 

• E.g., high, medium, low on quan. variable
• E.g., demographic characteristics
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Crosstabs
● Similar to code relations browser

● Group by document variable (columns)

● Compare code frequencies by 
document variable

● Can click on any of the boxes or number 
and it will automatically build a query 

● Opens those coded segments in 
retrieved segments

● Review coded segments in context and 
explore deeper
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Using the interactive quote matrix
● Prepare data to ensure:

● Grouped on variable
● Different levels of a categorical 

variable 

● Compare coded segments 
dynamically in the software, one code 
at a time

● View segment in document by clicking 
on source

● Can export to review segments
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Interactive Quote Matrix for Mixed Methods 
Analysis
● Dynamic comparison of groups

● Explain variation or differences on a variable

● Conduct iterative mixed methods analysis

● Capture segments for a joint display to

● Explain variation on outcome

● Examine variation in instrument validation studies

● Compare themes on levels of a variable
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QUAL Themes by QUAN Groups
● Can show segments or summaries 

by document variable

● For example, 
● Compare high, middle, low 

performers 

● Compare intervention to control

● Compare age ranges

● Similar to interactive quote matrix
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Joint Display of Themes by Quantitative 
Groups
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Guetterman TC, Sakakibara R, Baireddy S, Kron FW, Scerbo MW, Cleary JF, Fetters MD
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Example Statistics by QUAL Groups
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• Merging by relating quantitative to qualitative results
• Array statistics by qualitatively different groups
• Use qualitative codes to identify groups (e.g., types in a typology)
• Present descriptive statistics for groups

22



17.03.2021

Tips for visual tools

● Consider unit of analysis – a case/document, across documents

● Code matrix browser and code relations browser helpful for 
seeing patterns across documents

● Some tools (document comparison chart, portrait) need color 
coding established for codes

● For some tools (e.g., document comparison chart, codeline) the 
structure and order of data collection is more important
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