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MAXQDA as Part of an Ecology of Tools

No matter the type of literature you work with: It is important to recognize that
MAXQDA will most likely be one amongst many tools you use to get your literature
review done. MAXQDA has its strenghts in keeping the generation of ideas, analytic
writing and your sources closely together. Reference management software (such
as Zotero or Mendeley), on the other hand, has its strengths in managing large
amounts of references, and allows for export of references in various citation
formats.

You will likely make a variety of products as you conduct your literature analysis, for
example:

Collections of central and peripherally relevant literature

e Summaries of articles, books, chapters

Thematic summaries that synthesise various pieces of literature
Finalized overviews over the literature

To get the most out of the tools at your disposal, you should plan ahead which
products you’ll make in which software (or on paper).

You can find additional information in this guide: https://www.maxgda.com/wp/wp-
content/uploads/sites/2/Guide_Literature_management_with_MAXQDA.pdf



http://www.methoden-coaching.de/
https://www.maxqda.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/Guide_Literature_management_with_MAXQDA.pdf
https://www.maxqda.com/wp/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/Guide_Literature_management_with_MAXQDA.pdf
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Types of Literatur Sources —and how to Import them

You can use MAXQDA to analyze literature sources that come in a variety of
formats. Below is an outline of three scenarios for literature analysis that can be
flexibly combined based on your research interest and review strategy.

Scenario 1: Analysis of literature sources within MAXQDA

Collections of core

literature and Bociment based Cross-document . The write-up of

(thematic) the literature
summaries review

peripheral : summaries
literature

Reference Word
ons

In this scenario you use MAXQDA to conduct analysis of literature (such as
document-level summaries) within MAXQDA.
e What? Digital books, articles (typically PDFs)
e How? Import your documents via drag&drop into the List of Documents in the
Document Browser. You can then rename the files. With literature it makes
sense to use the authors’ names and the year.

IR Liste der Dokumente Emlkx dbBa L # O x
v [l Dokumente 357
v Bl volitexte der Literatur 0
Baier - 2010 Subsistenzansatz 0
Becker-5chmidt - 2010 Doppelte Vergesellschaftung von Frauen 0
Dressel, Wanger - 2010 Erwerbsarbeit 1]
Gildemeister - 2010 Doing Gender 0
Gottschall - 2010 Soziale Ungleichheit 0
Notz - 2010 Arbeit 0
Teubner - 2010 Beruf 0
Wetterer - 2010 Konstruktion von Geschlecht ]
hd . Sekundardokumente 207
g Ally di Podsi; i - 2001 ion in Organisati 20
@ Dressel, Wanger - 2008 Erwerbsarbeit 24
@ Gottschall - 1995 Geschlechterverhiltnis und Arbeitsmarktsegreg 18
@ Gottschall - 2000 Soziale Ungleichheit und Geschlecht 14
@ Heintz u.a. - 1997 Ungleich unter Gleichen 53
@ Leitner - 2001 Frauenberufe Mannerberufe 15
@ Rabe-Kleberg - 1993 Verantwortlichkeit und Macht 63

Imported literature sources in MAXQDA
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Scenario 2: Analysis of Literature Summaries

Collections of core
literature and Document-based
peripheral summaries

Cross-document The write-up of
(thematic) the literature
summaries review

literature

Reference Software QDAS

In this scenario you’ll use MAXQDA to analyze already written summaries and
syntheses of the data.

e  What? Summaries of literature; typically in docX (MS-word) format or RTF
format.

e How? Import your documents via drag&drop into the List of Documents in the
Document Browser.

Scenario 3: Analysis of Abstracts and work on Broad-Scale Literature
Overviews

Collections of core
literature and Document-based
peripheral summaries
literature

Reference Software QDAS

In this scenario you use MAXQDA to import bibliographical reference information
into MAXQDA, alongside with abstracts.

Cross-document The write-up of
(thematic) ; the literature
summaries review

e What? Data in RIS format. This format is a common import and export format
in reference management software (such as Endnote, Mendeley and Zotero).

e How? Export your literature’s metadata from your reference manager in RIS
format. Import those data via the ,Import” main menu in MAXQDA. There you
can select ,Reference Manager Data® to import the entire database of
literature you exported earlier. More details regarding import can be found in

Home Import Codes Memos Variables Analysis Mixed Methods Visual Tools Reports
@ |’x‘ Q Images EE W Twitter Data Y Structured Text | 0\ L
S Bk Tanecinss, FoasGitap Audio e @ YouTube Data Documents from Excel Spreadsheet e g
Tables 5 Transcripts - @ Videos Data . (') Web Collector Data Uﬂﬂ Reference Manager Data Document Text -

3 — )
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MAXQDA'’s documentation: https://www.maxqgda.com/help-
mx20/import/importing-bibliographical-data-from-endnote-etc
Location of the import function for RIS data in MAXQDA'’s ,Import“ ribbon

Developing and Maintaining Code Systems

MAXQDA's coding functions are a great tool to structure your data based on your
analytic interests. You might start with a coding tree that broadly outlines some
themes that you know are important for you. Alternatively, you can start with a
more bottom-up strategy and develop new codes as you go — or you employ a
combination of both.

To help you keep track of details, descisions or ideas it is helpful to attach a
comment to each segment that you code. You can create code comments by double-
left clicking on a coding strip in the Document Browser.

orgm;izing.‘ analysing and presenting of qualitative data. NVivo facilitates analysis of
itative data including documents, surveys, audio files, video and pictures NVivo (2011).

..Issues around Teacher Professionalization l

0 Kommentar

that can overcome this issue and provide postgraduates with much needed su
ng is through utilizing the skills of postgraduates through peer-to-peer teaching
ing. Postgraduates often possess particular skills which through peer-to-peer
an be shared amongst the other postgraduates in their institution. Peer-to-peer
Iso offers postgraduates the chance to gain much needed teaching experience.

Beardity of formal training
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While there is alarge body of on ducting qualitative research, there are
much fewerguidelines on teaching it (although, Onwueghuzie ., 2012, provide an extensive meta-
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.Issues around Teach

Kommentar A
Scarcity of formal training SW Teaching - Practice  Deakin, Wakefield, & Grego
Lack of literature related to QDAS education SW Teaching - Practice  Este, Sieppert, & Barsky (1
teaching QDAS well may be unrealistic time committmemt SW Teaching - Practice  Leitch, Oktay, & Meehan (
Scarcity of best practices for QDAS integration SW Teaching - Practice  Leitch, Oktay, & Meehan (
p ion of General weakness of qualitative analysis culture in academia SW Teaching - Practice  Blank (2004)
= Few idelines on teaching qualitative research; QDAS training even more neglected SW Teaching - Practice  Kalpokaite & Radivojevic (2(
V2B Lack of knlowedge in supervisors/examiners about QDAS is culturally acceptable Institutional Issues & E...  Johnston (2006)
studies that di 2 5
among qualit g 7 Foe—s 7 4 T

You can use comments later to develop first summaries, or to investigate
connections between different literature sources. To create an easy overview of your
code comments, simply double-click on a code in the Code System window. Now a
list with coded segments, including your comments pops up. With this view, you can



https://www.maxqda.com/help-mx20/import/importing-bibliographical-data-from-endnote-etc
https://www.maxqda.com/help-mx20/import/importing-bibliographical-data-from-endnote-etc
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quickly browse through your literature based on the comments you've left for
yourself.

After your literature is initially coded, you can also use retrieval functions to pull summaries
or literature quotes. For this, activate all (or some) of your documents in the Document
Browser, then activate the code(s) you’re interested in. You can also use the Code Matrix
Browser in the Visual Tools ribbon to visualize how themes appear in different literature
sources. The Code Relations Browser (also in the Visual Tools ribbon) is a great function to
investigate thematic overlaps based on your coding.

Using Memos

Document Memos are a great tool for writing summaries of key literature (20-40
articles).

[# Document Browser: Johnston (2006) (Page 1/14) THALLR PPEHEB 0 3 L & £ =x
| Apprentosshe oboto Bl 22222 0§ 8&
o

Int. |. Social Research Methodology
Vol. 9, No. 5, December 2006, pp. 379-391 i —

Software and Method: Reflections on
Teaching and Using QSR NVivo in
Doctoral Research

Lynne Johnston
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Johnston (2006) cschmieder, 1/8/2021 3:11 PM

tor th t that deeply pecagogic, &
and that they connect to issues of professionalization in metheds teaching, advising, mentorship and institutional structure.

Johnston offers a few points of emphasis when teaching QDAS: She stresses that

tal (i.e. and feedback tool, using SW as a “conceptual launch pad" (387);
8 ategic o, g tree as a theory e
davice [THIS CONNECTS TO TECHNIQUE]; that vid Ily go against
©...emphasize creativity over logic in software use
SOFTWARE - What are participants learning?
LACK OF 1f student as their suoport, this may result in only useing code and retreive
functions. this with a lack (387) the issue that
pe y po QOAS (387) 177
ANALYSIS - What are participants learning?
Wwhat g trap s Influenced by three (and
implicitly, due to her teacher critique, this aims at y have highlighted g Issue; and finally

¥ Lrked codes (0) | Liked coded seqments (0)

Using the word processing functions in Memos, you can structure your summaries.
You can also link existing thematic codes, or coded segments (for example key
quotes) to these memos.
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“ Browser: (2013) (29 Paragrap APPE 0 mE L x # DX
\ 76 o % 8 & @»
3 9 | SOFTWARE - What are participants learning?
10 Functions related to proje and fori using ATLAS file for i their project .; SW
Models is also part of a general "Digital Tools" i "all il duct a mini-li review (of 5 sources), transofibe an audio or video file and
lyze their ATLAS.4" (6) the I data (field
notes), coding, ing/creati ibing, direct i faudio/vi lysis, and even i ing survey data. " (11)

11 ANALYSIS - What are participants learning?

12| Reflexive habits; habits of peer review; necessity of comprehensible workspace setup. DA (no details in this article)

13 Advantages for Teaching methods

14 [LEARNING REFLEXIVITY] - "By learning how to provide a justification for the use of a tool, including its and i

preparing themselves to talk in an informed manner with their committee members who may not be as familiar with the tools or understand how QDAS
could il to th reflexive and ture of their study (see Figure 8)" (12)

[APPRENTICESHIP / POSSIBIUTY FOR COU.ABO!!ATION] It seems that wo[klng in one and from one HU was popular (the practice HU). "Peer workshops
are a major g students engage in p

discussion.” (11) QDAS as a venue that can strengthen peer leammg?

.Peer Learning &

dvantages

.Peer Learning &
Models

Disatvantages for Teaching methods
7 © [TECH SUPPORT NECESSARY] Tech suppon anda vanetyof(ech skills is necessary for students. Dedicated support is necessary: "Without Ann’s

& ——
O———  —o——0—

Rl isavanea support as th ad research design it is unlikely our attempts to integrate ATLAS.ti moouwourseswould
" Yack of Time anan have been She held i y training prior to the start of each and we
directed them to webinars, foran d before th began." (7)
Ro 18 * [BALANCE] Balance of SW / M is instructionall hard according to the authors. Iwonder whether thls is actually at the core...

19 What are connections to learning theory they mention?
20 none.

Later on, you can convert your Memos into Documents in MAXQDA (right-click on a
memo -> Convert Memo into Document). By doing this, you can code existing
summaries in a more detailed fashion.



