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Working with Document Variables

● MAXQDA isn’t just a qualitative analysis tool, it provides support for 
both qualitative and mixed methods research

● You can add “quantitative” variables which supplement your data, 
can be used in analysis, and for mixed methods research
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Document Variables

● Document variables are at the heart of mixed-methods work in MAXQDA

● They let you create quantitative variables tied to individual documents

● Document variables are like spreadsheet data, or data in a statistics 
program

● Text, integer, floating point (i.e., decimals), true/false (Boolean).  
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Document Variable Menu
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● You access and work with variables from the Variables ribbon in the 
MAXQDA menu
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List of Document Variables

● The list of document variables lets you view and edit three types of variables:
● System variables
● User-created variables
● Transformed variables (created by transforming coded segments into variables)
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Variable list
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Creating new variables
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Transformed Variables
● Coded segments can be easily used 

to create variables counting the 
number of segments in a document 
for each code

● Right click the code in the code 
system

● Select Transform into Document 
Variable
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Importing variables from a spreadsheet

● You must first export the current document variables to a 
spreadsheet, to provide the structure for the import

● Then open the spreadsheet and add in additional columns
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Importing Variables

● If there are no user variables, Delete all of the columns except for 
Document Group and Document name

● Add in new columns with variable names and add in the data you 
want to import
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Importing Variables

● Save the spreadsheet and return to MAXQDA and select import 
Document Variables
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Importing Variables

● Once you select the spreadsheet, you can review and change the 
new variable names,
and set the type of
the variable

Select import
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Importing Variables

● The variable editor will 
then be viewed 
showing the new 
variables
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Updating variables

● You can update data in the variable editor directly, by clicking on an 
individual cell

● Or you can update the spreadsheet and reupdate the data

● MAXQDA will write over existing data and will provide a dialog box 
with the variables that will be updated 
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What to do with Document variables

● MAXQDA offers many ways to use variables

● There isn’t time to demonstrate or explain all of them here, but here 
are a few
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Activating documents using variables

● Use a variable to 
identify specific 
documents to 
activate
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Crosstabs
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Crosstabs
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Thank you
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● For more detailed exploration of document variables, consider 
taking my webinar Managing your data: Document Groups, Sets, 
and Variables
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