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Working with Document Variables

o MAXQDA isn'tjust a qualitative analysis tool, it provides support for

both qualitative and mixed methods research

e You can add “quantitative” variables which supplement your data,

can be used in analysis, and for mixed methods research
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Document Variables

e Documentvariables are at the heart of mixed-methods work in MAXQDA
e They let you create quantitative variables tied to individual documents

o Documentvariables are like spreadsheet data, or data in a statistics

program

o Text, integer, floating point (i.e., decimals), true/false (Boolean).
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Document Variable Menu

e You access and work with variables from the Variables ribbon in the
MAXQDA menu

Home Import Codes Memos Variables Analysis Mixed Methods Visual Tools Reports Stats MAXDictio

-E| Import Document Variables -E| Import Code Variables
(B (o
= E’ Export Document Variables a a E> Export Code Variables
List of Document Data Editor for N . o List of Code Data Editor for . o
Variables Document Variables il Document Variable Statistics Variables ~ Code Variables il Code Variable Statistics



List of Document Variables

o The list of document variables lets you view and edit three types of variables:

e System variables

e User-created variables

e Transformed variables (created by transforming coded segments into variables)

Variable
Document group

Document name
Created by
Created

Modified by
Modified

Coded Segments

Mamne
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Variable type To be displayed Source Missing value
Text System
Text ‘ System
Text N System
Date/Time N System
Text B System
Date/Time a System
Integer B System

Intanar

Quetam
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Categorical

Favorite variable



Variable list

[ NON ) Document Variables
List of Document Variables 21 Variables —
=0
TY BRL 3 BE = 01 Asc M Hoel O

4 Variable Variable type To be displayed Source Missing value Categorical Favorite varia...
B Year Text User
B Type of Court Text User
B State Name Text User ® U S e th e n eW
B State Text User —
B Shepards Text User = Va r| a b le | con to
B Federal Text User
B Court Text User d d . bl
B Modified by Text System a Va rl a eS
B Modified Date/Time System
B Memos Integer System
B Document name Text System

El Document group Text System
B Created by Text System
B Created Date/Time System
B Coded Segments Integer System

TPD groups Text Code
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Creating new variables

User variables are created by the user withthe =& .

icon OR import from a spreadsheet

Variables can be strings (text) numeric (integers or decimals), date, or Boolean (true/false)

You can specify
Missing values

And set variables as
categorical
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® O O New variable
Name
Type Text
| Missing value
0 Cancel
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Transformed Variables

o Coded segments can be easily used

to create variables counting the ® System )
number of segments in a document ©ef [T Coded Segments [ Variables
©q/Originalis AR pocuments F= Summaries
for each code gz"'f B Linked Memos
. . . ©aComr MHH Crosstab @ Intersections
o Rightclick the codein the code eaFram| (3 Code Model ,
System E:g;:?s': Transform into Document Variable
@gRefer Cz Properties
o Select Transform into Document g Staro RN " G T L

—— - - — P —_—

Variable
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Data editor - All documents
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nent name
1ent (9)

noriam

1mon Knowledge with Justice Antonin Scalia - 0:05:16.6
1mon Knowledge with Justice Antonin Scalia
Justice and Ours

noriam

ace

ague on Statutory and Constitutional Interpretation
on Scalia - Hoover Diggest

alism_ The Lesser Evil

1alism debates from Murphy text

a-v-Hicks-1987

y V.Washington_ 542 U.5.296

r v County of Inyo 1989

am v.Superior Court of Cal._ 495 U.S.604

‘nia v Hodari D 1991

Document Variables
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62 Documents

X JLVRNE

Stare Decisis Text and Tradi... Exclusionary R... Originalism

O O O 0O 0O 0O 0O 0O o o o o o o o o

Text and Tradit...
Text and Tradit...
Original Intent
Text and Tradit...
Text and Tradit...
Text and Tradit...
Text and Tradit...

Reference of C...
Framers

Reference of C...
Traditional Sta...

Reference of C...



Importing variables from a spreadsheet

e You must first export the current document variables to a

spreadsheet, to provide the structure for the import

m -E| Import Document Variables

EP Export Document Variables

itor for
Variables ﬁ?{" Document Variable Statistics

el P H M=z >

e [hen open the spregasheet and add in additional columns
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Majority
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Majority
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Majority
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Majority
Majority
Majority
Majority

Sheet1

Document name
Arizona v Gant 2008

County of Riverside v MclLaughlin 1990

Arizona-v-Hicks-1987
Bailey v United States 2013

Ferguson v City of Charleston 2000

Brower v County of Inyo 1989
California v Acevedo 1990
Georgia v Randolph 2005
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Importing Variables

o |fthere are no user variables, Delete all of the columns except for

Document Group and Document name

e Add in new columns with variable names and add in the data you

want to import
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o AutoSave @ oFF
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Sheet1

Document group Document name term of the cou citation 1 natural court Majority-count Dissent-coideology dispositior Opinion  Rating Rate2

Majority Arizona-v-Hicks-1987 1986 480 U.S. 321 Rehnquist 1 6 3 conservati affirmed Majority 10 10.34
Majority Brower v County of Inyo 1989 1988 489 U.S.593 Rehnquist 3 9 0 liberal reversed a Majority 9 23.45
Majority California v Hodari D 1991 1990 499 U.S. 621 Rehnquist 4 7 2 conservati reversed a Majority 7 23.1
Majority Danny Lee Kyllo v United States 2001 2000 533 U.S.27  Rehnquist 7 5 4 liberal reversed a Majority 6 7.089
Majority Devenpeck v Alford 2004 2012 569 US. 1 Roberts 3 5 4 liberal affirmed Majority 8 34.33
Majority Florida v Jardines 2004 543 U.S. 146 Rehnquist 7 8 0 conservati reversed a Majority 7 56.78
Majority Griffin-v-Wisconsin-1987 1986 483 U.S. 868 Rehnquist 1 5 4 conservati affirmed Majority 6 32.2
Majority Hudson v Michigan 2005 2005 547 U.S.586 Roberts 2 5 4 conservati affirmed Majority 4 34.2
Majority lllinois v Rodriguez 1990 1989 497 U.S. 177 Rehnquist 3 6 3 conservati reversed a Majority 5 12.2
Majority Murray v United States 1988 1987 487 U.S. 533 Rehnquist 3 4 3 conservati vacated ar Majority 3 23.45
Majority Scott v Harris 2006 2006 550 U.S.372 Roberts 2 8 1 conservati reversed Majority 7 99.4
Majority United States v Grubbs 2005 2005 547 U.5.90 Roberts 2 8 0 conservati reversed a Majority 6 45
Majority United States v Jones 2011 2011 556 U.S. 400 Roberts 3 9 0 liberal affirmed Majority 4 345
Maijority Vernonia Sch. Dist. 47) v. Acton_515 U.5. 646 1995 515 U.S. 646 Rehnquist 7 6 3 conservati affirmed Majority 6 34.2
Majority Whren v US 1996 1995 517 U.S. 806 Rehnquist 7 9 0 conservati affirmed Majority 4 45.3
Majority Wyoming v Houghton 1998 1998 526 U.S. 295 Rehnquist 7 6 3 conservati reversed Majority 3 3
Concurrence Arizona v Gant 2008 2008 556 U.S. 4332 Roberts 2 5 4 liberal reversed Concur 3 344556
Concurrence Bailey v United States 2013 2012 568 U.S. 186 Roberts 3 6 3 liberal reversed Concur 2 34
Concurrence California v Acevedo 1950 1989 500 U.S. 565 Rehnquist 5 6 3 conservati affirmed Concur 1 23
Concurrence City of Ontario v Quon 2009 2008 560 U.S. 746 Roberts 2 9 0 conservati affirmed Concur 8 234.23
Concurrence Minnesota v Carter 1998 1997 525 U.5.83  Rehnquist 7 6 3 conservati reversed Concur 8 12.2
Concurrence Minnesota v Dickerson 1992 1991 508 U.S. 366 Rehnquist 5 9 0 liberal reversed Concur 8 1234.2



Importing Variables

o Save the spreadsheet and return to MAXQDA and select import

Document Variables

- -E| Import Document Variables P
-—

— LA

- E Export Document Variables a

itor for ~ ) o List of Code

Variables myill Document Variable Statistics Variables

" 5] Import Document Variables

3] cu
Import standardized information like age or

education for documents (cases).

0




Importing Variables

e Once you select the spreadsheet, you can review and change the

) eve®
new variable names,

Corresponding data field

and set the type of

term of the court
. citation 1

th e Va rl a b Le natural court
Majority-count
Dissent-count
ideology
disposition of case
Opinion

Rating

Rate2

Select import

(CHH<H<H<H<H<H<H<J<)

e
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Import variables

New variable:
New variable:
New variable:
New variable:
New variable:
New variable:
New variable:
New variable:
New variable:

New variable:

Target
Integer
Text
Text
Integer
Integer
Text
Text
Text
Integer

Decimal

44444444

Preview data type

1986

480 U.S.321
Rehnquist 1
6

3
conservative
affirmed
Majority

10

10.34

Cancel



Impor

e [he variable editor will

then be

showing the new

variables

(ing Variables

Data editor - All documents

®L 3 BE

. igme... Memos Document name natural court

V | e W e d 0 0 County of River... Rehnquist 5
0 0 Ferguson v City... Rehnquist 7
0 0 Georgia v Rand... Rehnquist
0 0 National Treasu... Rehnquist 7
0 0 Ornelas v Unite... Rehnquist 7
0 0 USvDunn1987 Rehnquist
0 0 United States v... Rehnquist 7
0 0 Thornton v Unit... Rehnquist 7
0 0 O'Connor v Ort... Rehnquist
0 0 Minnesota v Di... Rehnquist 5
0 0 Minnesota v Ca... Rehnquist 7
0 0 City of Ontario ... Roberts 2
0 0 California v Ace... Rehnquist 5
0 0 Bailey v United ... Roberts 3
0 0 Arizonav Gant.. Roberts 2
0 0 California v Ho... Rehnquist 4

Document Variables

term of the co...
1989

1999
2004
1997
1994
1986
2000
2002
1985
1991
1997
2008
1989
2012
2008
1990

Opinion
Dissent
Dissent
Dissent
Dissent
Dissent
Concur
Concur
Concur
Concur
Concur
Concur
Concur
Concur
Concur
Concur

Majority

Majority-count

N o O OO © O 0O NN 0 g0 O NN O

31 Documents

© B
Dissent-count
3

w N

> < O < 4 @m®™® 4 O ©Q

N B W WO WO NN WS

citatio

508 U.
526 U.
560 U.
500 U.
568 U.
556 U.
499 U.



Updating variables

e You can update data in the variable editor directly, by clicking on an

individual cell

e Or you can update the spreadsheet and reupdate the data

o MAXQDA will write over existing data and will provide a dialog box
with the variables that will be updated
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What to do with Document variables

o MAXQDA offers many ways to use variables

e Thereisn’'t time to demonstrate or explain all of them here, but here

are a few
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Activating documents using variables

e Use a variable to
identify specific

documents to

activate

o

Variables

Sentence

Convicted

Exoneration Date Year
MWID

FC

P/FA

F/ME

oM

ILD

Withhold evidence
Violencefthreat of
Framing suspect
Mishandling of witness
Misleading lineups/Eyewitness ID
Coercing false confession
Police misconduct

Violence/threat of (1)

Insert all variable values as conditions
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Activate by variable

Conditions

[Police misconduct] # 0

=x

= (equal)

< (smaller than)

< (smaller or equal)

> (larger than)

= (larger or equal)

o # (unequal)

Value

60 documents (Total: 60)

New Set

19

Cancel



Crosstabs

(i)

Variables

Document group
Document name
Created by
Created

Modified by
Modified

Coded Segments
Memos

Age

Race

Sex

ST

County of Conviction
Crime

Sentence

Convicted
Fvanaratinn Nata Vaar

Insert all variable values as conditions

18.03.2021

Crosstab

Columns

[Coercing false confession] £ <empty>
[Violence/threat of] £ <empty>

xll
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= (equal)

< (smaller than)

< (smaller or equal)
> (larger than)

= (larger or equal)

o % (unequal)

3 (contains)

Value

<empty>

Only for activated documents

Only for activated codes

20



Crosstabs

| NN Crosstab
® = [ =] B = C Wi X BE S
Total
\_OC" Police misconduct | 27 24 51
©g Violencefthreat of 18 24 42
©g Mishandling of witness 4 2 6
@ g History of misconduct 1 1 2
©g Dirty cop coverup 1 1 2
©¢ Misleading lineups/Eyewitness ID 3 3 6
© ¢ Withhold evidence 3 3 6
@ g Coercing false confession 27 18 45
©g Nonviolence+Defendent 3 3
Cg Violence+Defendent 16 15 31
©¢ Nonviolence+Witness 5 5
©g Violence+Witness 5 5 10
©g Framing suspect 6 7 13
3. SUM 119 103 222
# N = Documents 27 (81.8%) 24 (72.7%) 33 (100.0%)



Thank you

o For more detailed exploration of document variables, consider
taking my webinar Managing your data: Document Groups, Sets,

and Variables
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